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DIGEST;

GAO dismisses a protest,- a untimely
filed under 4 CV.R, § 21.2(a) (1981)1
because the protester filed them protest
with GAO more than 10 working days after
notice of the initial adverse action,
The protester's appeal to the Secretary
of the Department of Health and Human
Services does not extend the time to
file a subsequent protest 4ith GAO.

eICS, Inc., protests the award of a contract to
Systems Management Associates, Inc., under request for
propoba1s (RFP) Not 271-81-4922 issued by the National

Institute on Drug Abuse, Department of Health and Human

Services (HH1S), for the operation of the National Drug

Abuse Center. We dismiss the protest since it is
untimely under our Bid protest procedures,

, the By.letter datedoctober 23, 1981i nIcY4 protested to
,theprocuring activity, contending that six specific
violations ofiapplicable procurement regulatiohsa and

procedutes rendered the award illegal, By letter
dated November 18, 1981, the procuring activity denied

i the protest, responding point-by-point to theobjec-
tioons by HCS- By letter dated December 1, 1981, HCS

. appelaled the initial adverse agency action to the

Secretary of HBS. By letter dated February 9, 1982,
received by HCS on March 3, 1982, the Secretary
i!ffirmed the denial of HCS's protest by the procuring

3). activity.

By letter dated March 12, 1982, received here on

IL ~the same date, TICS protested to our office, raising

*" K'essentially the same objections that were contained
in its initial protest dated October 23, 1981.
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.-:Under. our! Bid Protest Propedurea-i: a protest isfiled initially with the contr ag'Pncyi
Sequent protest to our Of fice'mist be filed within,1P
working days of formal :notificatimn Qf initial adverse
agency act2on, 4 C -tRo---S21,-2a) (1981), -. 2Furth' we
have held ouat a protestrs prontinued pursiif rtt is
protest with the contracting agency, despite the initial
rejection of its tro oesutf does not extend the time or
obviate the necesity-for- filing A protest with our
Office within 10 working days of initial adverse agency
action see, e4gg, BKC In.1or2orated1 et a9, B-198905
June 10, 1981, 81-1 CPD 474, and decisionspcited thereint

Accordinelye sitynce HCSi protest to oue office was
not filed here within 10 working days after it received
notice of the initial denia', of its protest, HCS's protest
is untimely and its various requests for relief will not
be considered on the merits,

Protest dismissed.

Harry Rs Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel




